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Expenses fraud and health screening: Some 
interesting mathematics of everyday 

things. 
Dave Cohen 

A talk about how the well-thumbed pages at the beginning of log tables 
allowed fraud investigators to convict New York officials who were 

cheating on their expenses. 
You will understand why health screening programmes necessarily lead 

to many more false positives than true diagnoses. 
This mathematics will be explained using simple hands on activities and 

even a games show.  No previous maths is required. 
 

                An informal evening at the Bridge Patisserie to listen to 
                            Dave talk, share a coffee and join in with discussion and  
                            questions. 
                            Entry is free, though donations to the cost of running a     
                            Café scientifique are welcome. 

mailto:kennedy@perins.hants.sch.uk
http://www.cafescientifique.org/

